
Jon Nicks, Neighborhood 
Services Manager for the City 
of Placentia, coordinates the 
service efforts of the division.  
Jon has worked in local gov-
ernment for over nine years 
dedicating the last two years 
to the City of Placentia and 
has attained a Masters Degree 
in Public Administration from 
Cal State Long Beach. 

 
Jon has reached out to the 
American Business Women’s 
Association to present an op-
portunity to partner with Pla-
centia Neighborhood Services 
and provide assistance to 
families in need during the 
Holiday Season through the 
Community Christmas Basket 
(CCB) Program.  The CCB 
program assists many Placen-
tia families facing hardship 
with food, books, and toys 
during the holiday season. 
The program is made possible 
through a collaborative effort 
with volunteers, community 
organizations, and generous 
donors working together and 
has helped 377 Placentia 
Families facing hardship last 
year.   Plan to be a part of this 
worthwhile project. 
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Little Lotto Fundraiser 

The "Little Lotto" tickets are still available at the October chapter meeting. The cost of 

the tickets are $12 each, good for each $100 monthly cash give away beginning De-

cember 2009.The proceeds will support the chapter's education fund. Each member 

will be given 10 tickets to sell. There will only be 200 tickets printed, so odds of being a 

winner more than once are very good. All 200 tickets must be sold in order for this 

fund raiser to be a success,  If you know you can sell more than 10 tickets please let 

Carol Smith know so we can get those tickets to you in a timely manner.  Thanks for 

your support of the Placentia Stars chapter of ABWA.  For questions, please contact  

Carol Smith (714) 828-1497. 
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The mission of the 

American Business 

Women’s Association 

is to bring together 

businesswomen of  

diverse occupations 

and to provide 

opportunities for them 

to help themselves and 

others grow 

personally and 

professionally 

through leadership, 

education, networking 

support, and national 

recognition. 

Meeting Program October 27, 2009  

Speaker:   Jon Nicks 

“Community Christmas  

Basket Programs” —City of Placentia 

Meeting Location 

Anaheim Park Hotel    222 West Houston Avenue 

 Fullerton, CA  (714) 626-7832 

Networking 6:00pm  Dinner 6:30pm 

R.S.V.P. Carol Smith (714) 828-1497 

Menu                                   

Meat Lasagna 

 

 

Meeting Policy 

All members have a standing dinner reservation.  Ban-
quet chairperson confirms with the hotel the Wednesday 
before the scheduled meeting.   Chapter is committed to 
the number confirmed with the hotel.  Please remember 
to call & cancel your reservation or you will be billed for 
your meal unless other arrangements are made in ad-
vance & confirmed with Carol Smith.  Thank you for your 
understanding. 

Celebrate Celebrate Celebrate    

The The The    

Success!!Success!!Success!!   

Don’t forget to wear your Halloween costume to our October 

chapter meeting.   Lots of ghostly fun is in store!     
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President’s Message 

 
Placentia Stars   
2009-2010  

Chapter Offi-
cers & Commit-
tees 

President            
Carol J. Peterson  
(714) 529-5299 

Vice President       
M. J. Bryant          
(909) 861-3922 

Secretary           
Susan Madrigal      
(714) 833-5920 

Treasurer            
Lynn Gaytan         
(909) 947-3583 

Decorations         
Sandee Jeffers       
(714) 394-4530 

Fundraising       
Lynn Gaytan/
Carol Smith                      
(909) 947-3583      
(714) 828-1497 

Hospitality          
Carol Smith            
(714) 828-1497 

Newsletter/Web 
Mistress              
Bryna Dam-
browski(562) 428-
1710 

Membership      
Carol Smith            
(714) 828-1497 

Sunshine               
Sandee Jeffers       
(714) 394-4530 

   

 

The executive board met on 

October 8th and have sug-

gested the following 2 dates 

to chose for our car rally—

either June 6 or June 13.  

The proceeds will go to off-

set the costs of members 

attending the spring confer-

ence in Reno Nevada on 

April 9-10, 2010.  We will 

vote on a date at the meeting 

on October 27—see you 

there! 

 

CAR RALLY 

  UPCOMING EVENTS 

Nov. 14, 2009 Inland 

Valley Council 

Dec. 12, 2009 LAAC 

Jan. 10, 2010 Impact 

Council 

Mar. 6, 2010 Women 

on the Go Conference 

October 9, 2009 

 

Dear Placentia Stars Members, 

I’m sorry I was unable to attend the September 22nd chapter 
meeting as I hear the speaker was excellent.  Kudos to MJ for con-
ducting her first meeting….and very successfully I hear! 

Thank you for sending me to the 60th Anniversary of ABWA that 
was celebrated at the National Women’s Leadership Conference 
held in Kansas City, MO from September23rd thru the  26th.  Con-
ference Co-Leaders Amy Dawson and Lina Lawson did an OUT-
STANDING job in making this a very memorable conference. 

Dee Kirtley, Registration Committee Co-Leader and her team 
made registering very easy…they were VERY organized.  The Auc-
tion Committee Co-Leaders, VickieButler-Rindos and Toby Page 
and their team are really to be commended for all the hours they 
put into the Purse-onality auction…for three days!!  Placentia Stars 
participated by sending a Brighton purse and named it ―Brighton 
your day with Placentia Stars .  The proceeds from the auction 
benefited the ABW Foundation to support the development of the 
mentoring program within the Women’s Instructional Network 
(WIN). 

Have you registered for WIN yet?  They had stations at the confer-
ence with an instructor to give a one on one overview  of this fan-
tastic system.  The 2009-2010 Management Resource Package 
(MRP) is available exclusively through WIN, allowing ALL ABWA 
members to search, download, edit and print over 100 tools – dou-
bling the amount of information we were able to share last year.  
With a basic membership, you will have access to 5 free Team 
Tools training Modules and can earn CE units.  Also, in November, 

Bryna will be giving a WIN presentation.  Hopefully, this will pro-
vide the excitement of accessing WIN! 

Do you have your costume to wear to the annual Halloween party 
at the chapter’s meeting on Tuesday, October 27th??   Should be a 
FUN meeting with games and prizes.  Time to let that little girl out 
for some fun!  Also, John Nicks from the City of Placentia, will be 
speaking on the Community Christmas Baskets for our Christmas 
community project. 

See you all in costume on the 27th. 

Carol J. Peterson  

Placentia Stars – President 

One advantage in growing older is that you can stand for more & fall for less. 

     DID YOU KNOW? 

 

 

For those of you that are 

technology savvy, ABWA is 

now on twitter!   Twitter is a 

free service that lets you 

keep in touch with people 

through quick, frequent an-

swers to questions.  The as-

sociation’s ―handle‖ is     

ABWAHQ—check it out!!! 
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 September 2009 Placentia Stars Treasurer's Report   

        

        

Beginning Balance: 9/1/2009      $ 3,253.27  

        

Income:        

        

Dinners 10@$22.50 ea     $    225.00   

50/50       $      15.00   

Community Chest      $           -     

Chapter Dues      $    120.00   

       $    360.00   

Deposits:        

        

9/29/2009       $    300.00   

9/30/2009       $      60.00   

        $    360.00  

Expenses:       

        

9/3/2009 2118 Neal Resources (Web Site)   $      33.75   

9/22/2009 2119 Marlene Montooth (Hats Off/IVC)   $      20.00   

9/22/2009 2120  Marilyn Ploeckelmann (Hats Off/IVC)   $      20.00   

9/22/2009 2121  Sandee Jeffers (Hats Off/IVC)    $      20.00   

9/22/2009 2122  Carol Smith (IVC)     $      10.00   

9/22/2009 2123  Bruna Dambrowski (IVC)    $      10.00   

9/22/2009 2124 Carol Peterson (Hats Off/IVC)   $      20.00   

9/22/2009 2125 Carol Smith (Little Lotto Tickets)   $      26.09   

9/22/2009 2126 Anaheim Park Hotel (Dinner)   $    222.11   

9/22/2009 2127 Addison Schoeman (Little Lotto)   $    100.00   

9/22/2009 2128 Carol Peterson (Postage Stars Purse)  $      16.90   

         

       $    498.85   $    498.85  

        

        

Ending Balance: 9/30/2009      $ 3,114.42  

        

Bank Bal 9/30/2009  $ 3,321.32       

Less Outstanding 

Cks:  $    206.90       

Plus Outstanding 

Deps:  $           -         

Reconciled Bank Bal:  $ 3,114.42       

mailto:10@$22.50%20ea


 

 
 

Page 4 

Secretary’s Minutes 
 

Placentia Stars Chapter 
 

 
Date:  Tuesday, September 22, 2009, 6:30pm.   
 
Location: Anaheim Park Hotel, Fullerton, CA.  
 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Vice-President, MJ Bryant. Invocation and pledge of allegiance were led by 
Lynn Gaytan.  Self introductions—name, work, ABWA affiliation and answer to ―What was your favorite subject in 
school?‖ Secretary’s minutes from August were approved and filed. Treasurer’s report from August was approved and 
filed for audit. Membership—Recognition of Birthdays and Anniversaries—Carol Peterson. 
 
Reports were made on the Los Angeles Area Council, September 12th – speaker was Kathy Van Houten of Verdugo Glen 
Chapter and about her experiences running for City Clerk of Glendale.  Next meeting will be Dec. 14th.  Impact Council—
October 10th—Election/Installation of New Board—MJ Bryant to run for Treasurer.  Inland Valley Council—November 
14th reminder of the date with no speaker or program scheduled yet. 
 
Vocational Speaker was Susan Madrigal—Administrative Assistant 
 
The Program – Dr. Gwen Finestone—ABWA Windsong Charter Chapter gave a presentation on ―Good Choices in Busi-
ness Relationships‖ Dr. Finestone explained the differences between the different types of therapies and how to choose 
to live a life well lived and without regrets. 
Business Meeting—A discussion about the Heritage Festival in Placentia – Saturday, October 10th.  Booth to focus on fall 
membership.  Signup sheet was passed. 

WIN Thursday, November 24th online WIN presentation—can bring business materials. 

Car Rally date change to June 6th in the afternoon. 

The Shining Star Spotlight—answer was Bryna. 

Distribution of Little Lotto tickets for 2010.  50/50 drawing winner was Andrea Heermance.  Little Lotto winner was 
Addison Shoemann. 

Newsletter deadline is the 10th of the month. 

Next meeting will be October 27, 2009 at Anaheim Park Hotel.  Networking to begin at 6:00 p.m. dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Jon Nicks, Neighborhood Services Manager for the City of Placentia – Halloween Party—Games and Prizes 

Community basket program will be done. 

We had 8 members in attendance and 1 guest. The meeting was adjourned by Vice-President, MJ Bryant. Benediction 
was led by Andrea Heermance. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Susan Madrigal, Secretary 
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Congratulations to the 2010 National Board 

 

President - Casey Coven     Secretary/Treasurer—Lynn Drowne 

Maryland Capital Chapter – Annapolis MD    Sunset Chapter—Sarasota FL 

Retail Liquidation Consultant for     Director of Respiratory Services at 

KC Consulting, Inc.       Harmony Healthcare & Rehabilitation Center 

Vice President – Pam Carvell    District VI Vice President—Debbie Shadaram 

Lancaster Area Express Network – Lancaster PA    Washoe Zephyrs Chapter—Reno NV 

Senior Specialist in quality audits for     1708 Trek  Trail—Reno NV 89521 

Pfizer Global Manufacturing      (775) 657-1418      debbieshad@charter.net 

 

 

2010 Top Ten Business Woman of ABWA 

 

     2010 Top Ten  Businesswoman of ABWA 

     Doris Brown 

     Director, Affiliate Relations and Services for 

      Avue Technologies Corporation 

     Oxon Hill Charter Chapter – Oxen Hill MD 

        

     Top Ten for 2010 in District VI 

     Cecile Harris Walters 

     Diamonds of South Bay – Long Beach 

     Development project Manager for 

     Pacific Gateway Workforce Investment Network 

     City of Long Beach 

 

     Lee Ann Matsuda 

     Na Kilohana O Wahine Chapter – Honolulu Hawaii 

     Sr. Vice President and Chief Financial Officer for 

     Easter Seals Hawaii 

 

 



ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct 

  

Placentia Stars on the web at 

www.abwaplacentiastars.org 

Los Angeles Area Council   

www.laacabwa.org 

Impact Council  

www.impactabwa.org 

National Association 

www.abwa.org 

Michelle Egbert, District VI VP  

www.abwamichelle.com 

 

 

       Shining Star Spotlight—October 2009      

    Celebrate Good Times 

October Birthdays/    

Anniversaries 

           Marilyn Ploeckelmann   

                    10/18/88   A 

                LITTLE LOTTO 

SEPT. WINNER                         

Addison Shoemann 

 

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for the American Business 

Women’s Association. 

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and convictions to    interfere with the 

representation of ABWA’s mission. 

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, guests, vendors and sponsors 

with honesty, respect, fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in good faith. 

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA National, Chapter and Express Net-

work Bylaws. 

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance their personal interests. 

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions by maintaining and enhanc-

ing their own business knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the professional 

development of other members. 

INVOCATION 

Lord, In the quiet of this hour we 

come to thee for wisdom and for 

power,  to view thy world through 

only love filled eyes, to grow in un-

derstanding, to be wise, and sure to 

see our guiding light, and thus to 

know each other as thou knowest us, 

AMEN. 

BENEDICTION 

Oh guiding spirit guardian of our 

days, be with us as we go our sepa-

rate ways, help us to feel those 

thoughts that lift and bless, to know 

a closer bond of friendliness, to see 

thy beauty always every day, trans-

lated into living this we pray, 

AMEN. 

Stargazer, a Placentia Stars Publication                                                                                 

1441 Michelson St  Long Beach, CA 90805  

mi.teddy@verizon.net                                 

Bryna Dambrowski, Editor                                                               
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Guess who this star is!  
  
1. Enjoys being involved in the community. 
2. Loves chocolate, traveling, volunteering. 
3. Hates most seafood, negativity, grumpiness, 
4. Two things on the bucket list to be accomplished… travel to New Zea-

land, travel to Australia. 
5. Previous profession:  Waitress. 
6. Profession still desired:  Teacher. 
 
At the chapter meeting you will be given a ballot to guess who the Shining 
Star is.  If you guess correctly, you will be given at 50/50 ticket. 
 
Good luck!!! 
 
 

 

 

Don’ t forget to come in costume to our chapter meeting on 

October 27th for our annual Halloween celebration.  In 

addition to hearing about our December Philanthropic 

event, we will party with our ABWA friends… don’t miss 

the games and costume judging—what will you be for Hal-

loween?    


